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Making a difference 

and a sense of  belonging.

Those are two of  the 

goals Wamegoan Alexis 

Pettay hopes to accom-

plish through her ad-

ventures with the Peace 

Corps.

Established by Presi-

dent John F. Kennedy in 

1961, the Peace Corps has 

sent over 235,000 Ameri-

cans of  all ages to 141 dif-

ferent countries world-

wide. Pettay has joined 

that number as she left 

on Aug. 20 to spend 27 

months in the Dominican 

Republic.

The Peace Corps has 

been on her mind ever 

since high school. Then, 

in college, the idea grew. 

“I decided I wanted to do 

the Peace Corps because 

throughout college I took 

human rights classes and 

I am really interested 

in having a professional 

career in sustainable 

development,” she said. 

“The Peace Corps really 

applies to that.

“I also like the plat-

form,” she continued. 

“You don’t go and initi-

ate your own project. 

The Peace Corps has 

something assigned for 

you based on what the 

community needs, rather 

than you going in to tell 

the community what it 

needs.”

Pettay will be working 

in the education sector 

as a Spanish Literacy 

Promoter. “I’ll be im-

proving the reading and 

writing skills of  primary 

students in Spanish,” 

she said.  “I hope to be 

a culturally competent 

volunteer during my 

service. I also want to be 

able to be a self-starter 

and be adaptable with 

problem-solving. My per-

sonal goal is to be open 

to embracing failure and 

to be willing to take big 

risks.”

Upon arrival in the 

Dominican Republic, she 

began an intensive three 

months of  immersion 

language training, but 

it’s not for beginners. 

“It requires two years 

of  high school or college 

level Spanish and you’re 

more competitive if  you 

have a higher level. The 

goal is to get you speak-

ing high or high inter-

mediate Spanish by the 

time you are done with 

training, if  you are not 

already at that level.”

Pettay said she had 

been taking Spanish 

throughout high school 

and in college. “I’m 

probably at the mid-

intermediate level right 

now,” she said. “I’ve 

taken some advanced 

Spanish classes, but have 

not had the chance to 

fully immerse myself. 

I’d say I’m pretty good 

with the grammar, but 

my conversational skills 

need a little work.”

After the three months 

of  training near Santo 

Domingo, she will be 

sworn into service and 

assigned to another com-

munity to begin her two 

years with the Corps.

She expects some 

adjustment challenges 

along the way. One of  

them is privacy. As the 

program is set up, she 

will be staying with a 

couple of  host families 

– one during training 

and the other after her 

arrival at her permanent 

community.

“One thing I’ve 

learned about that cul-

ture, privacy doesn’t re-

ally exist,” she said. “It’s 

kind of  frowned upon 

to lock yourself  in your 

room for a couple hours 

and not communicate. 

You need to have that 

extroverted personality 

all the time. I think that 

will be hard. I’m used to 

having a couple hours a 

day to spend time with 

myself.

“I think another big 

challenge will be learn-

ing the Dominican 

accent and slang. It will 

be hard not to speak 

properly at first,” she 

said. “It will also be hard 

not seeing my family 

whenever I want to.”

She is excited about 

her adventure.

“I really want to get so 

much out of  the experi-

ence,” she said. “I’m 

looking forward to living 

in another place again, 

since I haven’t been 

outside the United States 

since I went to Ghana a 

couple of  years ago. And, 

I’m looking forward 

to trying new things 

and having each day be 

an adventure. And, of  

course, I’m hoping to 

make a difference with 

the children I’m helping.

“I also want to be able 

to make a place feel like 

home anywhere in the 

world, develop great 

relationships with the 

community and have a 

place I will feel fond of  

and can always go back 

to.”

Pettay is the daughter 

of  Robert and Theresa 

Pettay of  Wamego, and 

a 2015 graduate of  

Wamego High School. 

She attended Webster 

University in St. Louis, 

Mo. where she earned 

a bachelor’s in English 

in May 2019. Prior to 

joining the Peace Corps, 

she tutored for the Im-

migrant and Refugee 

Women’s program of  St. 

Louis, and for the Multi-

cultural Counseling and 

Research Center of  St. 

Louis.

Editor’s Note: This ar-

ticle originally appeared 

in the September 5, 2019 

edition of  The Times. 

FALL in LOVE with  
Garden Grove Independent  

Senior Community!

GARDEN GROVE

HURRY! Receive A $400 Moving Expense Credit  
OR Move In To A FULLY FURNISHED Apartment Home!*

CALL (866) 517-3986 TO LEARN MORE  
OR SCHEDULE YOUR PERSONAL TOUR 

Located south off of Anderson Avenue on Garden Way, just east of Seth Child Road.

• Maintenance-free lifestyle

• Controlled access entry
• All utilities paid  
   (in select units)

• Emergency call system
• Safety grab bars in 
   bathroom
•  Resident game and  

community room 
• Exercise classes
• Meal program affiliate
• Community Service  
   Coordinator

 • Elevator in buildings
 •  Handicapped-accessible  

apartments available
 • On-site laundry center
 •  Small pets welcome  

(conditions apply)

 •  Courteous on-site  
management and  
maintenance team

 •  Great location,  
near shopping,  
banking, dining and 
medical services

At Garden Grove Independent Senior Community you can relax 
and enjoy the good life. Experience independence, comfort and 

affordability with all the amenities you need to live life to the fullest. 
National Church Residences, bringing quality to everyday life! 

* Must move in by 11-15-19. Furnished apartment is based on a 
$1,000 retail value. Conditions apply, not redeemable for cash. 

1115 Garden Way, Manhattan, KS 66502

AFFORDABLE STUDIO AND ONE BEDROOM 
APARTMENTS IN MANHATTAN, KANSAS

• Rent is based on 
 income

• All utilities paid 
(in select units)

• Emergency call system

• Small pets welcome 
(conditions apply)

Service Coordinator to assist with:
•  Navigating Health Care System
•  Homemaker Services
•  Educational & Emotional 
 Support Services

Great location, 
near shopping, 
banking, dining 

and medical 
services

CALL (866) 517-3986 TO 

LEARN MORE  OR SCHEDULE 

YOUR PERSONAL TOUR
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Pettay starts Peace Corps adventure

Courtesy Photos

Alexis Pettay has volunteered for the Peace Corps. She will be spending the next 27 months 
in the Dominican Republic. Anniversary

Mettlers celebrate 
50th Anniversary

John and Kathy Mettler, Paxico, will be celebrat-

ing their 50th wedding anniversary on Oct. 26, 2019 

from 1 p.m. – 3 p.m., at Paxico Longbranch. The 

couple requests no gifts. It would make their day to 

just visit with familiar faces for a little while. 

They were married in a private ceremony Oct. 

25, 1969. They have two children: Angie Mettler; 

and Tammy (Keith) Hall. They also have two grand-

children: Walker and Olivia Hall. 

Home of the Flint Hills 
wins National Residential 

Assisted Living Award

 PHOENIX, ARIZONA- 
October 4, 2019 – The 
Residential Assisted Living 
Academy (RAL) announced 
the winners of their 2019 
National awards at their Na-
tional Convention being held 
at the Arizona Grand Resort 
and Spa, Friday evening.  
Among the winners was that 
of Home of the Flint Hills 
of St. George, KS and its 
owners Brad and Angie Jones 
of Wamego, KS.
 Brad and Angie were 
presented with the Above 
and Beyond Award for their 
beautiful and unique Resi-
dential Adult Care Home and 
the work that is done within 
it every day to enrich their 
resident’s lives. 
 Friday the Jones’ also 
were honored by sitting on 
a Successful Student Panel 
where they answered ques-
tions to help give knowledge 
to other current owners and 
any future entrepreneurs in 
Residential Assisted Living 
market.
Residential Adult Care 
Homes are newer concept in 
the senior housing market.  

Residential assisted living is 
a neighborhood-based senior 
housing model that offers an 
intimate family-like setting. 
These homes are usually lo-
cated in the heart of tradition-
al neighborhoods and built to 
look like a traditional ranch 
style home.

 These smaller homes have 

fewer caregivers to allow 

for more familiar faces that 

are frequently seen by the 

residents daily. They provide 

an actual home-like envi-

ronment that is caring and 

nurturing. RAL homes are 

community-based and family 

centered.

 Home of the Flint Hills 

opened their doors in April of 

2018 with their first Residen-

tial Adult Care Home.  They 

are currently in the process of 

building their second home in 

the community that will open 

in 2020.  It will specialize in 

the area of Memory Care for 

those who are struggle with 

the diagnosis of Alzheimer’s 

and Dementia. 

Owners Brad and Angie Jones of Wamego with the 

Above and Beyond Award.


